
 

 
 

Occupational Programmes at TVET Colleges: Funding FAQs 

These frequently asked questions (FAQs) provide information for prospective and current 

students about Occupational Programmes offered at TVET colleges, with a focus on 

funding, NSFAS bursaries, and other financial support options. 

 

What are Occupational Programmes offered at TVET colleges? 

Occupational Programmes at TVET colleges are industry-aligned, skills-based 

programmes designed to prepare students for specific occupations. 

These programmes combine: 

• Theoretical learning 

• Practical training 

• Work-based learning, where applicable 

They are aligned to national skills priorities and aim to improve employability and 

workplace readiness. 

👉 View the full list of TVET colleges offering Occupational Programmes (updated 

for 2026): 

https://www.dhet.gov.za/Technical%20and%20Vocational%20Education%20and%20Tra

ining%20Co/List%20of%20Occupational%20Programmes%20updated%20for%202026

%20for%20website.pdf 

 

Are Occupational Programmes at TVET colleges funded? 

Yes. Occupational Programmes offered at TVET colleges are funded by government 

through approved national planning and budgeting processes. 

Eligible students may receive funding support through NSFAS or other approved funding 

mechanisms, depending on the programme and individual eligibility. 

 

Are Occupational Programmes funded through NSFAS bursaries and allowances? 

Yes. Eligible students enrolled in Occupational Programmes at TVET colleges may 

receive NSFAS bursary support, including tuition and approved student allowances. 

https://www.dhet.gov.za/Technical%20and%20Vocational%20Education%20and%20Training%20Co/List%20of%20Occupational%20Programmes%20updated%20for%202026%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.dhet.gov.za/Technical%20and%20Vocational%20Education%20and%20Training%20Co/List%20of%20Occupational%20Programmes%20updated%20for%202026%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.dhet.gov.za/Technical%20and%20Vocational%20Education%20and%20Training%20Co/List%20of%20Occupational%20Programmes%20updated%20for%202026%20for%20website.pdf
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Funding has been made available for these programmes. Any challenges currently being 

experienced are administrative and systems-related and do not indicate a lack of funding. 

 

What NSFAS bursaries and allowances are available for Occupational Programme 

students? 

Subject to NSFAS eligibility and confirmed registration, students may receive: 

• Tuition fees 

Paid directly to the TVET college. 

• Accommodation allowance 

For students staying in accredited college residences or approved private 

accommodation. 

• Transport allowance 

For students who commute daily within the approved distance from campus. 

• Personal care allowance (where applicable) 

For students in accredited accommodation, in line with NSFAS guidelines. 

 

Who qualifies for NSFAS funding in Occupational Programmes? 

To qualify for NSFAS funding, students must: 

• Be a South African citizen 

• Be accepted and registered for an approved Occupational Programme at a TVET college 

• Meet the NSFAS household income eligibility criteria 

• Have submitted a successful NSFAS application 

• Have their registration details correctly submitted to NSFAS by the TVET college 

Funding approval is subject to the successful verification of student information. 

 

Why are some NSFAS bursaries or allowances delayed? 

Delays may occur due to: 

• Late or incomplete registration data submissions 

• Systems alignment challenges between TVET colleges and NSFAS 

• Outstanding student verification processes 

• Delays in confirming accommodation or transport information 

• Corrections required to student or programme details 

These matters are administrative in nature and do not mean funding is unavailable. 
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What should I do if my NSFAS funding or allowances have not been paid? 

Students are advised to: 

1. Confirm that they are fully registered for their Occupational Programme 

2. Check their myNSFAS account status 

3. Ensure that personal, banking, accommodation, and contact details are correct 

4. Contact the Financial Aid Office at their TVET college 

5. Keep copies of proof of registration and correspondence 

Resolution requires coordination between the student, the TVET college, and NSFAS. 

 

Are there other funding opportunities for Occupational Programme students 

besides NSFAS? 

Yes. While NSFAS is the primary funding mechanism, other funding opportunities may be 

available, depending on the programme. 

SETA Funding 

Some Occupational Programmes are supported through Sector Education and Training 

Authorities (SETAs), particularly where programmes are aligned to specific industries. 

Typical criteria include: 

• Enrolment in an approved occupational or skills programme 

• Compliance with SETA-specific requirements 

• In some cases, placement with an employer or workplace host 

• Availability of funding within the relevant SETA 

 

Employer or Industry Sponsorship 

Some students may receive funding through employers or industry partners, especially 

where work-based learning forms part of the programme. 

Typical criteria include: 

• Acceptance into an employer-linked programme 

• Participation in workplace learning 

• Compliance with employer or industry conditions 

 

College or Donor-Supported Funding 

In limited cases, colleges or external donors may offer bursaries or project-based funding. 

Typical criteria include: 

• Demonstrated financial need 
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• Programme relevance 

• Availability of donor or project funding 

 

Where can I get more information about Occupational Programmes and funding? 

Students are encouraged to: 

• Contact the Financial Aid Office at their TVET college 

• Regularly check their myNSFAS account 

• Follow official communication from the Department, NSFAS, and TVET colleges 


