
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 

CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE ‘REPORT OF A MINISTERIAL TASK TEAM ON 

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE FOURTH INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION FOR POST-SCHOOL 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING’ 

1. In 2019, the then Minister of Higher Education and Training, Dr Naledi Pandor, MP 
appointed the Ministerial Task Team (MTT) on the Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR). 

2. On 29 November 2019, the Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation, Dr 
Blade Nzimande, MP appointed Prof Zeblon Vilakazi, the now Vice Chancellor of the 
University of the Witwatersrand to lead a team of thought leaders and experts from the 
public and private sector in the MTT on the 4IR.   

3. The objectives of the MTT were to: 
a. identify current 4IR initiatives in institutions in the PSET system (significant 

programmes directed at taking advantage of the 4IR) as well as external initiatives 
impacting on the PSET system; 

b. analyse the impact of 4IR on the PSET system; and 
c. identify priority areas and interventions that should be undertaken by the Minister of 

Higher Education and Training in order to advance digital skills and absorption by 
industry. 

4. In 2020 the MTT produced a report that presents the findings from the investigations 
and made recommendations on how the Department should respond to the challenges 
and opportunities posed by the 4IR.  The report was accepted by the Minister of Higher 
Education, Science and Innovation and he paved the way forward for the report. 

5. After consultation in the Department, the ‘Report of a Ministerial Task Team on the 
Implications of the Fourth Industrial Revolution for Post-School Education and Training’ 
is released for public input. 

6. All interested parties and individuals are invited to submit written comments on the 
Report to Ms Trudi van Wyk, Chief Director: Social Inclusion and Quality at 
seshothela.h@dhet.gov.za.  The closing date for comments is 8 November 2021. 

7. The Department of Higher Education and Training, together with the Department of 
Science and Innovation, will consider the public inputs and develop a joint plan that will 
give effect to the key recommendations of the report.    


