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The Minister also attended the Heritage Career Expo in the 
North West, engaging with young people around education, 
careers and the opportunities available within the broader 
skills and training ecosystem.Heritage connects us to where 
we come from. Education and skills help shape where we are 
going.

Accountability through oversight 
The Minister met with the Auditor-General of South Africa 
(AGSA) to receive and engage on the audit outcomes for the 
2025/26 financial year across the Higher Education and Training 
portfolio.

The engagement reflects the Department’s commitment to 
understanding the findings, acknowledging areas requiring 
attention and working with institutions to strengthen 
governance, financial management and accountability.

Good governance is not just about the audit it is about what we 
do with the findings.
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The 2027 NSFAS application 
cycle has started with strong early 
demand, with 51,474 applications 
received in the first four days. Of 
these,43,297 were submitted by 
first-time entering and prospective 
students.

This week the Minister also 
engaged Parliament on NSFAS 
readiness, stressing that readiness 
must cover the full student journey 
- from application and verification 
to funding decisions, appeals, 
registration, accommodation and 
payment.

The message to prospective 
students remains simple: apply 
early, use official NSFAS channels 
and make sure that the information 
submitted is complete and 
accurate.

Nsfas 2027: Applications underway

From readiness to reform The Minister’s engagement with the 
Portfolio Committee this weekplaced 
both NSFAS readiness and the longer-
term sustainability of student funding 
firmly on the agenda.

The immediate priority is to ensure 
that the 2027 cycle works reliably for 
students and institutions. At the same 
time, government is working on a 
more sustainable student-funding 
model and on finalising the

student-accommodation protocols 
and funding guidelines required for 
the 2027 academic year.

The objective is not only to open 
applications successfully, but to 
build a student-financing system 
that is predictable, accountable and 
sustainable.



Churches have a role in 
responding to GBV
Minister Buti Manamela called for churches to ensure that people who 
disclose abuse are heard, supported and assisted in accessing appro-
priate services.He stressed that safety must come first and that religious 
counsel should never pressure someone to remain in danger.

The Minister also encouraged men to speak honestly about challenges 
such as grief, unemployment, addiction and feelings of failure, noting 
that seeking help should not be viewed as diminishing one’s manhood.

“Understanding pain does not excuse harming another person. It gives 
us another reason to act before pain is turned outwards as violence,”
he said.

LOOKING AHEAD 
NEXT WEEK

Skills on the world stage
Twenty-nine young South Africans represented the country at the 48th WorldSkills 
International Competition in Shanghai this week, competing across 27 technical 
and vocational skills.

The competitors showcased South African talent in fields including mechatron-
ics, aircraft maintenance, plumbing and heating, refrigeration, construction and 
water technology.

Their participation demonstrates the excellence we must continue to build 
through TVET colleges, occupational training and artisan development — and 
reinforces the message that technical and vocational
skills can open pathways to employment, entrepreneurship and productive par-
ticipation in the economy.
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ELEVATING E-COMMERCE
The Minister will attend and address 
the Services SETA Takealot Programme, 
focusing on e-commerce and the 
opportunities it presents for young 
people, workers and the evolving 
economy.

THE ACADEMIC CONFERENCE
The Minister will participate in The 
Academic Conference, hosted by the 
University of Cape Town, engaging 
on issues shaping higher education 
and the future of the sector.

EXTENDED CABINET
The Minister will also attend the 
Extended Cabinet Meeting, contributing 
to the broader government agenda.


