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Acting Mayor Mr Xhakaza 
All students present; 
Government officials present; 
Medical practitioners present; 
Members of the media; 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
As a government, we decided to evacuate you from China back to South Africa 
despite an assurance from the Chinese government that you were in good hands. 
 
I would like to thank the Chinese government and the provinces that hosted you, 
namely, Kaifeng- Henan Province; Hangzhou City – Zhejaing Province, Nanyangm 
City – Henan Province and Liaioning Province, Shenyang City. 
 
Government took precautions to put you under quarantine to make sure that the 
virus was not imported into the country. 
 
Today you are leaving for your homes to be reunited with you families after spending 
several months in China, and the last 14 days in quarantine. I am delighted to be 
here today to officially release 76 of you from quarantine. You were known as the 
Birchwood Group. I can confirm that the Birchwood Hotel is now a green zone. 
 
You’ve been on this journey for the last few months, firstly with your placements in 
China, then watching as COVD-19 first started spreading across China and then the 
world. I’m sure you did not anticipate that when you returned to SA you would have 
to be placed in quarantine. I vividly recall when I gave the instruction to Mr 
Jeppie  and to manage the process and secure the necessary facilities for your 
arrival. He was joined in this initiative by our Gauteng Regional Coordinator, Ms 
Helen Ntlatleng. 
 
The Department was informed late on the evening before your arrival in South Africa 
that you should be placed in quarantine. We called a few hotels, and really 
appreciate that Birchwood took the decision immediately to avail their facilities to 
government for this purpose.  
 
To Maurice, the chef and all staff of the Birchwood Hotel, thank you for your hard 
work.  
 
As those most affected, you, the students were not informed that you would be 
placed in quarantine upon arrival. By the time the decision was taken you were 
already en-route. 
 
We had to immediately inform principals of the TVET colleges about the decision 
and we thank them for their support and immediate action. We had to explain to your 



parents when they came to fetch their children that they would not be able to take 
them home, and we want to thank them for their understanding and support for these 
efforts to contain the spread of this virus in South Africa.  
 
The decision to place all South Africans who have come from outside the borders of 
the country in quarantine is the correct decision as the virus continues to wreak 
havoc around the globe. 
 
These are unusual and difficult times for all of us. Especially for a country with the 
limited resources that we have. But as a government and a people we will overcome 
this. What this time has shown is how we could rapidly pull government departments 
together to work towards a common purpose, such as making this quarantine 
exercise a coordinated one. 
 
Under normal circumstances I would have received a report on the experiences you 
gained in China, and I would still like to receive a report from you on how your work 
experience has benefited you as an individual and your college going forward.  
 
Leaving the confines of Birchwood, you are going to go to your respective provinces, 
and I would like you to maintain the same discipline when you are in your home 
environments, of social distancing, encourage people to wash their hands and to 
report to their health facilities any signs of this disease. 
 
I’m aware that four students will still have to complete their quarantine until Tuesday 
the 7th, as they had arrived later, and we would like to assure them that we will 
continue to provide them with the same level of support.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the three young coordinators, Lebo, Lucy and Moses, 
who willingly agreed to remain at the hotel and to manage the quarantine 
arrangements.  
 
I would like to acknowledge the SAPS who came on board and the medical team 
from the Gauteng Department of Health who availed their services to conduct the 
tests during this period as well facilitating hospital admission for two students who 
had non-COVID-19 related illness.  
 
Thanks also to my staff for making this all happen.  
 
Look after yourselves, drive safely back home and remember to keep social 
distancing, we are still under lockdown.   
 
You are the best evangelists of a lockdown, because you, above anyone else, have 
seen that a lockdown does work. 
 
I urge you to spread the message to South Africans, what a lockdown can do, 
because Wuhan was able to reduce the level of infections because they had a 
lockdown. 
 
Whilst our people are staying at home for their safety, as government we will 
continue forge ahead and implement the necessary health interventions and 



economic and social measures to contain the spread of the disease and alleviate its 
effects on our people. 
 
NAMES OF PROVINCES STUDENTS 80 WILL BE PARTING TO: 
 
Eastern Cape – 1 
Western Cape – 1 
Free State – 13 
Mpumalanga – 7 
Gauteng - (33) + 1 private student 
North West – 9 
KwaZulu Natal – 6 
 
I thank you 
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