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For Immediate use: 
 
MINISTER NZIMANDE IS CONCERNED ABOUT CONTINUED MISLEADING 
MEDIA REPORTS ON HIS INTERVENTIONS IN DEALING WITH MALFEASANCE 
AT THE NATIONAL SKILLS FUND 
 
The Minister of Higher Education, Science and Innovation, Dr Blade Nzimande, is 
concerned about the continued, deliberate and misleading reports by some sections 
of the media on the Department of Higher Education and Training’s determination to 
deal with malfeasance at the National Skills Funds. 
 
The latest misleading report is an article by Sune Payne of the Daily Maverick, titled 
“The National Skills Fund, the missing R5bn and Blade Nzimande request for 
confidentiality” dated, 7th November 2022. 
 
Outrightly, Minister Nzimande dismisses with contempt the sponsored view by this 
article that seeks to suggest that the Minister wanted to keep the contents of the 
report away from SCOPA, and by extension, to the South Africa population. 
 
Minister Nzimande said it is incumbent on members of the media to act in line with 
the South African National Editors' Forum (SANEF) Code of Ethics and Conduct, 
which expects journalist to report news truthfully, accurately and fairly.  
 
This code of Code of Ethics and Conduct expects the journalist to present news in 
context, and in a balanced manner, without any intentional or negligent departure 
from the facts, whether by distortion, exaggeration or misrepresentation, material 
omissions, or summarisation. 
 
Minister Nzimande was responsive, immediately he was made aware of possible 
financial irregularities at the National Skills Fund, by bringing these to the attention of 
the law enforcement agencies. It was in fact Minister Nzimande who initiated the 
forensic investigation into the National Skills Fund. 
 
Furthermore, the Minister would like to point out that these apparent irregularities 
originated before his current appointment as Minister and thus he has no reason to 
hide anything, but his actions demonstrate that he did quiet the reverse. 
 
All that the Minister did was to ask the Standing Committee on Public Accounts 
(SCOPA) to afford the department an opportunity to evoke internal departmental 
processes (‘due process’) to inform the implicated individuals and commence with 
internal departmental disciplinary processes whilst also giving law enforcement 
agencies the opportunity to be part of the processes. 



 
As a matter of fact, the whole report is with SCOPA and the law enforcement 
agencies. “As a Minister of State, I have to follow the law, and parliament also has its 
own right to pursue matters as it sees fit. That is the separation of powers at the 
heart of our constitution, ” said Minister Nzimande. 
 
Minister Nzimande has a duty, on his part, to follow due process in implementing the 
recommendations of the Nexus forensic investigation without any fear, favour or 
prejudice and not to hide anything as alleged by some members of the media and 
his detractors. 
 
Minister Nzimande reported to SCOPA and to the Portfolio Committee on Higher 
Education, Science and Technology, that a police case was opened and that internal 
disciplinary are underway.  
 
In this regard, all the implicated individuals inside and outside the department, 
including companies who might have benefited irregularly on the resources of the 
National Skills Funding will now face the full might of the law. In addition, several 
members of staff have been placed on precautionary suspension, pending the 
outcome of disciplinary processes.  
 
Minister Nzimande also indicated that the Department will continue to work with the 
HAWKS and other law enforcement agencies to ensure that this process in 
concluded speedily. 
 
Minister Nzimande once-more hopes that going forward, members of the media will 
desist any further attempt to join the bandwagon of critics and doomsayers who are 
determined to tarnish his name and to defocus his attention from the task of bringing 
to book those who defrauded the National Skills Fund (NSF) and account for their 
fraudulent, corrupt and immoral acts of greed. 
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