
MINISTER OF HIGHER EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND INNOVATION REMARKS 
ON THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE NSFAS DIGITAL LEARNING DEVICE 
PROGRAMME 
 
11 June 2021 
 
The Deputy Mayor of George local municipality, Councillor Charlotte Clarke 
The Chairperson of South Cape TVET College Council, Mr A Dippenaar 
Chairperson of the NSFAS Board,  Mr Ernest Khosa; 
Deputy Director General TVET, Mr Sam Zungu; 
 NSFAS CEO – Mr Andile Nongogo;  
The Acting Principal of the South Cape TVET College, Dr Terblanche; 
My Ministry Staff; 
The NSFAS Management Team; 
SAPCO representatives; 
SATVETSA representatives; 
 PINNACLE CEO and team; 
The President of the SRC, Ms Lelethu Bobo 
Members of the media; 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 
Let me take this opportunity to greet all of you this afternoon.  
 
This event is taking place in a month in which we celebrate the brave youth of 1976 - 
young people of our country who confronted the apartheid regime and, through their 
struggles, laid the basis for our freedom today. 
 
Today we are using this opportunity to focus on matters that confront students in the 
Post School and Training Sector, as we battle  COVID-19. 
  
The coronavirus pandemic has had major health, economic and social effects on the 
lives of young people and old people alike. 
 
Our capacity as a country to withstand the shocks caused by COVID-19 has been 
largely determined by our social circumstances and it has further exposed the deep 
inequalities that persist in our country until today.  
 
We can no longer for example have a situation where young people in rural areas do 
not have access to technology to enable them to work and to study.  
 
This pandemic also provides us with an opportunity to inject new perspectives into 
how we can turn our economy around, but also how we can really imagine our very 
society. 
 
It is very apparent that young people must rise to the challenge of leading our 
recovery after the Coronavirus epidemic.  
 
As we battle COVID -19, we have young entrepreneurs and business owners who 
through their innovative ideas have been able to change their communities for the 
better and create new employment opportunities.  



 
As a country, we therefore must continue to ensure that the youth remains at the 
pinnacle of our Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan. 
 
Today, I am indeed delighted to be joining you in this momentous and long-awaited 
event as we officially begin with the distribution of laptops to NSFAS funded students 
at both our colleges and universities. 
 
I must indicate that the journey towards our achievement today has been both 
pleasurable and challenging. Indeed, as we celebrate a decade of the extension of 
NSFAS scheme to the TVET college sector, we are undertaking another first - the 
first time ever that TVET college students receive electronic gadgets such as 
laptops! Indeed, as we are also in the middle of the decade of the artisan which we 
launched in 2014, we are working towards producing the artisan of the 21st century - 
no longer just carrying the hammer and the spanner, but now with an electronic 
gadget as well! 
 
In April 2020, I announced that we will be providing laptops to assist students as part 
of our multimodal teaching and learning.  Today, we are fulfilling that promise. 
 
I would like to once-more apologise to all affected by the hold-up following the re-
advertisement of the tender to supply and deliver these laptops in September last 
year.  
 
I would like to assure all students that the delays were not intended but it was very 
important to ensure that procurement processes were strictly followed. 
 
NSFAS subsequently approved the tender award on the 2nd  November 2020 to 
several bidders. 
 
Across the sector our monitoring reports indicates that 68% of students indicated 
that they require a digital device (laptop/ tablet) and NSFAS conducted workshops 
and engagements with institutions and student leadership to spearhead this project.  
 
Let me also mention that all potential recipients of the laptop as well as the 
implementing institutions, are subject to the Guidelines and should abide by the rules 
outlined in the guidelines.  
 
As part of the implementation plan, NSFAS established a task team to help to 
determine the qualifying criteria, digital learning guidelines and the distribution model 
for the TVET sector.  
 
Therefore, it is important to note that for the distribution of laptops this year, provision 
is made for returning students only.  
 
I have also requested my department to set up another task team that will investigate 
the sustainability of this programme and gather additional funding in order to traverse 
COVID-19 challenges, which may require that we extend the provision of these 
laptops. 
 



NSFAS will adopt a phased approach in delivering these laptops on a weekly basis 
due to limitations and adjustment of the lockdown rules.  
 
This means that in the TVET sector the priority will be on returning students starting 
with NC(v) L 4, L3 & L2, followed by Trimester 2, Semester 2 and Trimester 3.  
 
I am happy that we are finally issuing these laptops to our students, as I believe they 
will help improve their chances of success.  
 
A total of 47,580 of laptops is in stock and available for distribution. 
 
To this extent, we have received responses from only 17 colleges and as a result 
have proceeded with the planning for the distribution to these 17 colleges.  
 
We request all colleges who have not yet confirmed for their students as per the 
guidelines, to do so urgently. 
 
For the university sector, we have about seven (7) universities participating in this 
process as the majority of our universities have already made provision to supply 
their students with laptops. As a matter of fact, already 64% of university students 
have gadgets. 
 
By the 30th of June 2021, we will be having about 22,420 laptops arriving in our 
country. These laptops will be immediately distributed in line with our guidelines. 
 
Going forward, we will be having an additional 10,000 to 20,000 laptops arriving on a 
weekly basis from 1st week of August 2021. 
 
 
In conclusion, I therefore would like to appeal to all the students to keep these 
devices safe and use them to advance their careers. They are meant to last more 
than ONE year, but for your entire study period. 
 
Let me take this opportunity to thank the NSFAS Board, the Executive management, 
the staff and all the service providers who are involved in this process since its 
inception and who have made it possible that today we celebrate this achievement. 
 
Let me also thank management, staff and students of all our colleges for their 
understanding and cooperation. 
 
Thank you very much for your hard work and dedication. 
 
I also extend my gratitude to the management, staff and students of this hosting 
college and everyone present.  
 
Siyabonga!!! 


