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MINISTER NZIMANDE STATEMENT ON THE PASSING OF DEPUTY MINISTER PROFESSOR 

HLENGIWE MKHIZE 

 

I am saddened by the untimely passing of Deputy Minister Prof Hlengiwe Buhle Mkhize. 

 

I pass my heartfelt condolences to her family, friends, comrades and her revolutionary 

political home, the African National Congress and the entire mass democratic movement. 

 

Deputy Minister Mkhize just celebrated her 69th birthday on the 6th September 2021 and 

passed away today, the 16th September 2021. 

 

I also had the privilege of having known Deputy Minister Mkhize from the beginning of the 

1980s from the then University of Natal where, though she was a bit ahead of me, we both 

completed our postgraduate and professional training as psychologists at the Golf Road 

Psychology department. 

 

In remaining true to her political convictions and deployments, Prof Mkhize served the 

people of South Africa through her deployments in various capacities from parliament to 

the executive. She also served in the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), various 

boards of non-governmental organisations, and in numerous academic institutions, both 

local and international, as well as in diplomatic postings. 

 

Prior to her deployment as the Deputy-Minister in the Presidency responsible for Women, 

Youth and Persons with Disabilities, she was appointed as the  Minister of Home Affairs, 



Minister of Higher Education and Training, and also the Deputy Minister of 

Telecommunications and Postal Services. 

 

Prof Mkhize was passionate about education, the development and advancement of all, but 

especially the black and girl children, and her community. 

 

Prof Mkhize held a number of academic degrees and is illustrious in her passing. They 

include a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, Social Work and Sociology from the University of 

Zululand, a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Psychology, and a Master of Clinical Psychology 

from the then University of Natal. She was also an international speaker and renowned 

scholar who presented papers on development and psychology amongst others. 

 

Prof Mkhize was a selfless human right activist, who fought tirelessly for the rights of 

women, children and the downtrodden. With her soft but commanding voice, she registered 

many victories for those she believed were subjected to injustices. 

 

Part of her preoccupation was on the fight against gender-based violence, and in promoting 

youth mental health and wellness.  

 

Today as a Department of Higher Education and Training, we are rolling-out massive GBV 

programmes and have released a set of instruments to further strengthen our realisation of 

the policy framework on Gender Based Violence within the PSET sector. 

 

She indeed used both her persuasive and academic aptitude to benefit those who were less 

fortunate. 

 

In one of her important statements made on 4 January 2018, during the higher education 

registration process, she made the following points, underlining her commitment to youth 

empowerment and skilling: 

 

“ Department remains committed to the egalitarian principles of equality, fairness, justice 

and diversity. We believe that this will go a long way in the fight against the perennial 

challenge of skills deficit that has bedevilled the country since the dawn of our democracy” 

 



She further said “This investment in our youth will result in the production of a youthful 

workforce armed with relevant skills critical for our endeavour as a country to create 

inclusive economic growth”. 

 

Hamba kahle MaNgobese, Khaba, Mehlokazulu, Sihayo, nkosikazi wako Gcwabe 

koKhabazela oMavovo. 
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