
HIGHLIGHTS OF MINISTER BLADE NZIMANDE’S ADDRESS TO THE VIRTUAL 
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF PROVINCES BUDGET POLICY DEBATE

Managing COVID-19 
The Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) has established a 
COVID-19 Team comprising Universities South Africa, the South African Public 
College Organisation, Higher Health (the Department’s health and safety 
agency) and health experts to coordinate the sector response and collate 
institutional case management reports on this pandemic. Cabinet approved 
the strategy of the Department of Science and Innovation to drive a 
multipronged national vaccine production and development strategy to 
secure our nation’s long-term pandemic preparedness.

District Campus Health and Wellness mobile clinics
Ten roving District Campus Health and Wellness mobile clinics at Ulundi in 
KwaZulu-Natal are in operation. This fleet provides primary health care to 
underserved TVET and CET colleges, as well as rural and disadvantaged 
university campuses in all provinces.

Imbali Education and Innovation Precinct
The Imbali Education and Innovation Precinct project in KwaZulu-Natal is 
being revitalised and expanded as a pilot to explore and test an alternative 
modality of education delivery. The project is intended to be the first of three 
as part of the new National Plan for Post-School Education and Training, with 
the next one in Giyani in Limpopo, where a university campus will also be set 
up.

District Development Model
An exciting project is underway to expand and relocate the University of 
Zululand teacher training faculty to the former Zululand Parliamentary 
Precinct at Ulundi in KwaZulu-Natal. The possibility of offering culture and 
tourism studies at this campus is also being explored. A feasibility study is 
underway. 



Infrastructure Development
A team of technical experts has been appointed to the Ministerial Advisory 
Committee, MACI (‘builder’ in IsiZulu). Of the 16 sites where construction 
began in 2014, Thabazimbi, Nkandla A, Umzimkhulu, Graaff Reinet, Nongoma, 
Aliwal North and Bhambanana (Phase 1) have been occupied by recipient 
colleges. Msinga and Kwagqikasi sites are scheduled for completion within 
this quarter of 2021/22, with Balfour and Ngqungqushe in the third quarter of 
this year, and Greytown in the fourth quarter of this financial year. This year, a 
further three TVET campus sites are under construction (Vryheid Engineering 
Campus, Giyani Campus and Nkandla B).

Student Housing Infrastructure Programme (SHIP)
The aim is to address the acute shortage of student housing and accelerate 
the development of at least 300 000 beds over a 10-year period in order to 
provide much-needed student housing infrastructure. Feasibility studies have 
been completed for about 14 000 student beds as part of our SHIP Phase 1 
developments, spread over six public universities. Phase 2 SHIP developments 
comprise about 24 000 student beds at six universities and six TVET Colleges in 
KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga, Limpopo, Western Cape, Gauteng, Eastern 
Cape and the Free State. 

Skills Development 
Sector Education and Training Authorities have been relicensed to provide 
decent opportunities for youth and adults through education, and skills 
development initiatives. 15 106 artisans are produced annually. The top ten 
trades are: Electricians, Mechanical Fitter, Diesel Mechanic, Plumber, 
Millwright, Welder, Boiler Maker, Automotive Motor Mechanic, Fitter and Turner, 
and Rigger. Work Based Learning opportunities through revised Service Level 
Agreements are being prioritised.
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