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STATEMENT BY OUTGOING DEPUTY MINISTER DR MIMMY GONDWE

| address this message to my colleagues in the Department of Higher Education and Training
(DHET), our valued partners and stakeholders in the Post-School Education and Training
(PSET) sector, and most importantly, to the students at various institutions nationwide.

After the recent announcement of upcoming changes within the Government of National Unity
and my subsequent recall, | want to sincerely thank everyone for the opportunity to serve in this
important role.

During my tenure, we made notable strides in stabilising the PSET system, including offering
direct student support through the DM’s Help Desk and enhancing digital skills across the sector
through public-private partnerships. Key highlights include:

¢ Mobilising significant infrastructure support for CET Colleges, including R5 million for the
Emlandeleni Learning Centre in KwaZulu-Natal and R90 million for nine CET Colleges
across the country.

o Facilitating strategic Public-Private Partnerships with Old Mutual, Microsoft, Google,
and Takealot to create pathways to employment, workplace learning, and
entrepreneurship for TVET and CET students.

e Driving the DM’s HelpDesk, which handled over 67,000 enquiries with a 91% resolution
rate.

e Leading the national Bogus Colleges Awareness Campaign and ensuring legislative
compliance.

e Bridging the gap between Basic Education and Higher Education through the Matric
Support Programme, which takes higher education services to remote communities,
ensuring matriculants apply on time with full information.

| want to thank my political party, the Democratic Alliance, and the President, for the opportunity
to serve my country. | also wish to thank all stakeholders, Department officials, DHET entities,
as well as our private-sector partners, for their collaboration and dedication to empowering the
youth of this country.

| wish my successor well and every success in building on the foundation | have laid. | will
continue to keep all students in my heart and in my prayers. It was an absolute honour and a
privilege to serve in the sector.

Ke a leboga.

Dr Mimmy Gondwe, MP
Outgoing Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training
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