
 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

 

MINISTER MANAMELA TO DELIVER KEYNOTE ADDRESS AS McDonald’s 

SOUTH AFRICA AND CATHSSETA CREATE PATHWAYS FROM LEARNING TO 

WORK 

 

TO ALL THE MEDIA 

27 AUGUST 2026 

 

The Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr Buti Manamela, will on Friday, 28 

August 2026, deliver the keynote address at an engagement hosted by McDonald’s 

South Africa and the Culture, Arts, Tourism, Hospitality and Sport Sector Education 

and Training Authority (CATHSSETA), highlighting a significant public-private 

partnership creating pathways from skills development to employment for young 

South Africans. 

 

The latest Quarterly Labour Force Survey indicates that youth unemployment among 

young people aged 15–34 increased to 47.4% in the second quarter of 2026, 

underscoring the urgent need to strengthen pathways from education and training 

into meaningful economic participation. 

 

Through the partnership, 2 370 young South Africans will be recruited into the next 

intake of the Hospitality Learnership Programme, building on more than 1 000 young 

people who have previously been supported through the initiative. 

 



The programme is designed with employment outcomes in mind in line with the skills 

revolution. Of the 1 000 learners previously supported through the CATHSSETA 

programme, 476 were permanently absorbed into McDonald’s South Africa, while 

others progressed into employment elsewhere in the hospitality industry, pursued 

careers in other fields or chose not to accept offers from the company. 

 

Members of the media are therefore invited as follows:  

 

Date: Friday, 28 August 2026 

Time: 10:30  

Venue: Sandton Skye, 2 Stan Road, Morningside, Sandton, 2057 

 

To RSVP, Kindly contact Poshy Damane on 060 534 4781 

 

Enquiries: Matshepo Seedat – 082 679 9473 @HigherEduSpox 

 

ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 


