
REMINDER: MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

TO: ALL EDITORS AND JOURNALISTS 

DATE: 7 AUGUST 2026 

 
MINISTER MANAMELA TO OFFICIATE POWERX² INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME 
LAUNCH IN NORTH WEST 

 
The Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr Buti Manamela, will today, Friday, 7 
August 2026, officiate the launch of the PowerX² Internship Programme in Mahikeng. 

 
Services SETA will host the launch in partnership with the North West Provincial 
Government through the Office of the Premier. About 1 000 graduates from various districts 
across the North West are expected to attend. 

 
The North West launch will mark the start of a broader rollout to other provinces. 

 
PowerX² aims to connect 20 000 unemployed university and TVET college graduates with 
structured, 24-month workplace opportunities. 

 
The programme responds to a major barrier facing young graduates. Many have 
qualifications but lack the practical experience required to enter the labour market. 

 
Public and private-sector host employers will play a central role. They will provide graduates 
with workplace exposure, practical skills and professional guidance. This will help graduates 
become workplace-ready and improve their employment prospects. 

 
The launch will bring together Minister Manamela, the North West Provincial Government, 
Services SETA leadership, host employers and key partners in skills development. 

 
PowerX² is one of the key initiatives being advanced as Services SETA’s period of 
administration draws to a close. Other milestones include expanded bursary support for 10 
000 TVET college students and 5 000 university students, investment in CET college 
infrastructure and stronger partnerships with colleges, universities, government and 
industry. Services SETA has also established a dedicated Project Management Unit and 
undertaken a 25-year impact assessment. 

 
Members of the media are invited to attend and cover the launch. 
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EVENT DETAILS 
 

 
Date: Friday, 7 August 2026 
Arrival and registration: 10:30 
Programme: 11:00–13:00 
Venue: Mafikeng Hotel Schools 
Address: Stand 4142, Nelson Mandela Drive 

 
For more information and RSVP, please contact: 

 
George Matlala 
Media and PR Manager 
Services SETA 
083 402 9069 
GeorgeM@serviceseta.org.za 

 
Brian Setswambung 
Provincial Head of Communication 
North West Provincial Government 
076 012 4501 

 
About Services SETA 

 
Services SETA facilitates skills development within the services sector by supporting 
learning programmes such as learnerships, internships and skills programmes for both 
employed and unemployed individuals. Working with employers, training providers and 
other partners, the organisation helps develop the skills needed for employment, 
entrepreneurship and growth in the services sector. 
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