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Deputy Minister Dr Nomusa Dube Ncube launches the Learning Factory and 4IR Centre
of Excellence at the Brickfields Campus in Kariega Eastern Cape

Following last week’s successful Aircraft Maintenance Academy in Inanda, Deputy Minister
Dube-Ncube will continue the quest to take skills to the people by launching the Learning
Factory and 4IR Centre of Excellence at the Brickfields Campus in Kariega, Eastern Cape on
Friday the 12" of June. The Learning Factory and the 4IR Centre of Excellence is a realistic
training environment that simulates an actual workplace and production facility where students
can learn and practice skills through hands-on experience. It will also serve as a specialized
hub that promotes innovation, research and technology adoption relating to emerging digital
and industrial technologies.

While the newly established 4IR Centre of Excellence will serve the purpose of providing
exposure to students within the following areas of technologies; Cybersecurity, Internet of
Things, Programming and Robotics, Drone Technology.

The launch of this facility will expose students to conveyor systems, industrial robots, quality
control stations and a simulated production line. Students will get hands-on learning and will
be exposed to an environment which mirrors actual workplace operations.

The exposure will allow learners to identify and solve practical challenges whilst being exposed
to a variety of technology such as — smart factory, automation, robotics, virtual and augmented
reality, additive manufacturing and a maker’s lab.

Approximately 150-300 students are expected to benefit annually, depending on enrolment and
programme requirements. Students will get hands-on learning and will be exposed to an
environment which mirrors actual workplace operations. The Learning Factory Connect Centre
includes a business incubation and an entrepreneurship programme to support its learners with
translating ideas into sustainable businesses. It is also expected that the Learning Factory and
the 4IR Centre of excellence will provide significant value to industry as it will reduce the
skills gaps, improve productivity and accelerate innovation. While also offering the opportunity
for industry to capitalize on shared training infrastructure, for them to reskill and upskill their
employees.

Venue: EastCape Midlands College
Time: 09:00-13:00
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