
 

 

MINISTER MANAMELA UPDATES PARLIAMENT ON GOVERNANCE 

INTERVENTIONS AND SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT ACROSS THE POST-SCHOOL 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING SECTOR 

 

TO ALL MEDIA 

10 JUNE 2026 

For Immediate Release 

 

The Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr Buti Manamela, updated Parliament 

on key interventions currently underway across the Post-School Education and 

Training sector, including the administration of the National Student Financial Aid 

Scheme (NSFAS), accountability processes relating to the Construction Education 

and Training Authority (CETA), and progress towards the establishment of the 

University of Ekurhuleni. 

The updates form part of government’s broader programme to strengthen governance, 

improve accountability and expand access to education and training opportunities for 

South Africans. 

 

ON NSFAS ADMINISTRATION: STRENGTHENING GOVERNANCE WHILE 

PROTECTING STUDENT SUPPORT 

 



NSFAS was placed under administration on 4 May 2026 in terms of sections 17A to 

17D of the National Student Financial Aid Scheme Act. 

The intervention was undertaken to accelerate institutional reform, strengthen 

governance systems and ensure that NSFAS is fully capable of meeting its mandate 

in a sustainable manner. 

The administration follows a period during which the NSFAS Board, appointed in 

March 2025 with a specific turnaround mandate, implemented a number of important 

reforms, including the termination of the solution-provider intermediary model, the 

introduction of direct payments to students and accommodation providers, and the 

publication of a formal administrative timetable. 

The administration is a governance intervention and does not affect student funding. 

For the 2026 academic year, NSFAS disbursed approximately R7.4 billion in upfront 

allowance payments to universities and R877 million directly to TVET College students 

by end of March 2026 and upfront payment to TVET Colleges of 679 Million. Final 

Memoranda of Agreement with institutions were concluded and issued on 14 April 

2026, and students continue to receive funding support through the scheme.   

 

“The administration of NSFAS is not directed at students or student funding. It is 

directed at strengthening the governance, systems and institutional capability 

necessary to ensure that the scheme is able to fulfil its mandate consistently, 

effectively and sustainably. Students must be assured that their funding remains 

protected and that government remains focused on improving both service delivery 

and accountability, said Minister Manamela. 

 

The Special Investigating Unit investigation authorised under Proclamation R88 of 

2022 remains underway. To date, approximately R2 billion has been recovered 

through the work of the SIU. Government will continue to implement consequence 

management and recovery measures arising from the investigation’s findings and 

recommendations.   

 



CETA: ACCOUNTABILITY PROCESSES UNDERWAY 

 

The Minister has also received reports regarding remuneration arrangements 

involving the Administrator of the Construction Education and Training Authority 

(CETA), which was placed under administration in August 2025. The matter relates to 

remuneration that exceeded the amount subsequently approved following the 

Department’s benchmarking process. Upon finalisation of the approved remuneration 

framework, corrective measures were implemented. An acknowledgement of debt was 

signed and arrangements have been put in place for the recovery of the overpaid 

amount. 

The Minister has previously instructed the department to investigate the matter fully 

and submit a comprehensive report on all circumstances surrounding the 

remuneration arrangement, including any failures of internal controls, governance 

processes and departmental oversight. The Minister has further directed that the 

investigation into allegations involving officials who may have facilitated or authorised 

the arrangement be finalised and reported to the department without delay. 

 

“The principle is straightforward: where errors have occurred, they must be corrected; 

where weaknesses in governance have been identified, they must be addressed; and 

where evidence supports accountability measures, those measures must be 

implemented. This applies equally to entities, officials and the department itself, said 

the Minister. The Minister has indicated that further action will be considered upon 

receipt of the outstanding reports and recommendations. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF EKURHULENI: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ADVANCING 

 

The Department has also reported progress on the establishment of the University of 

Ekurhuleni. Phase 1 feasibility studies have identified four potential sites in the 

Boksburg area, comprising three municipal properties and one property owned by the 

Department of Public Works and Infrastructure. A final site has not yet been selected, 



pending completion of Phase 2 feasibility studies, including infrastructure suitability 

and location assessments. Following a period of delay arising from financial 

constraints, the remaining feasibility work has recommenced and the Programme 

Steering Committee is in the process of being reconstituted. 

 

The 2026 national budget further confirmed National Treasury’s willingness to consider 

a Budget Facility for Infrastructure support for new university developments, creating 

an important pathway for the future financing of the project. In parallel, the department 

is exploring interim delivery arrangements that would allow students in Ekurhuleni to 

begin accessing higher education opportunities before the completion of permanent 

infrastructure. Subject to the completion of the feasibility process, funding approvals 

and design work, construction of the permanent campus is projected to commence in 

2029.   

 

“The establishment of a university in Ekurhuleni remains a strategic priority. We have 

moved beyond concept and aspiration to active planning and site identification. Our 

objective is to build infrastructure, and expand access to higher education for 

communities that need it most, added Minister Manamela.  

 

BUILDING A STRONGER POST-SCHOOL EDUCATION AND TRAINING SYSTEM 

 

Minister Manamela said the three matters illustrate the Department’s dual focus on 

strengthening governance and expanding opportunity. 

 

“Whether through stabilising NSFAS, ensuring accountability within public entities, or 

expanding access through new institutional development, our objective remains the 

same: building a post-school education and training system that is accountable, 

responsive and capable of meeting the aspirations of South Africans, concluded the 

Minister. 
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