
 

 

 

MINISTER MANAMELA TO LEAD HANDOVER OF CELLPHONE REPAIR 

CONTAINERS TO TOWNSHIP ENTREPRENEURS 

 

TO ALL MEDIA 

20 AUGUST 2026 

 

The Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr Buti Manamela, will on Monday, 24 

August 2026, lead the handover of fully equipped cellphone repair containers to 25 

beneficiaries of the Wholesale and Retail Sector Education and Training Authority 

(W&RSETA) Small, Medium and Micro Enterprise (SMME) Development Programme 

in Sebokeng, Gauteng. 

 

The programme forms part of the Minister’s broader efforts to expand access to 

practical skills, entrepreneurship opportunities and sustainable livelihoods, particularly 

for young people, women and persons with disabilities in township and rural 

communities. 

 

Through the Cellphone Repair Programme, beneficiaries receive three months of 

technical training in basic cellphone repairs and a R 3500 monthly stipend, together 

with fully equipped containers that serve as operational workshops. This model is 

designed to reduce barriers to entry for aspiring entrepreneurs by providing 



beneficiaries with a platform from which to establish and grow their businesses without 

the burden of rental costs associated with operating from malls and other commercial 

centres. 

 

Implemented by W&RSETA in partnership with the South African Mobile Devices 

Distributors Repairs Association (SAMDDRA), the programme has trained 326 South 

Africans since its inception in 2024. 

 

The handover demonstrates the value of collaboration between government, SETAs 

and industry in translating skills development into practical economic opportunities. It 

further reflects the Minister’s commitment to ensuring that skills training does not end 

in the classroom, but creates pathways towards entrepreneurship, self-employment 

and participation in the economy. 

 

The Minister’s participation in the handover is part of ongoing efforts to advance a 

more responsive skills development system that connects training with real economic 

opportunities and supports communities to build sustainable livelihoods. 

 

The event will provide an opportunity for the media to engage with the Minister, 

programme partners and beneficiaries, and to witness first-hand the practical impact 

of skills development and entrepreneurship initiatives in township communities. 

 

Details of the event are as follows: 

 

Date: Monday, 24 August 2026 

Time: 10h00 – 14h00 

Venue: Saul Tsotetsi Sports Complex, Sebokeng, Gauteng Province 

 



To RSVP, Kindly contact Vukani Mnyandu 0n 083 923 0261 or email 

vmnyandu@wrseta.org.za 

 

Enquiries: Matshepo Seedat – 082 679 9473 @HigherEduSpox 

 

ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

 


