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MEDIA ADVISORY
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DEPUTY MINISTER YUSUF CASSIM TO VISIT NSFAS OVER FUNZA LUSHAKA
BURSARY PROGRAMME PAYMENT DELAYS

On Thursday, 27 August 2026, the Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training,
Mr Yusuf Cassim, MP, will visit the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) in
Cape Town to meet senior officials and the Funza Lushaka Bursary Programme teams.

The visit aims to assist students who are experiencing delays in receiving their Funza
Lushaka bursary allowances.

The engagement follows numerous queries from Funza Lushaka beneficiaries, received
via the Deputy Minister's Helpdesk (dmsdesk@dhet.gov.za), about outstanding
allowance payments.

The Funza Lushaka Bursary Scheme is a multi-year financial support programme
funded by the Department of Basic Education (DBE) to support students pursuing
teaching qualifications at participating universities.

NSFAS implements the programme as the disbursement agency responsible for
transferring bursary funds to institutions.

A total of 23 universities have been allocated R1.3 billion for the current academic year
under the Funza Lushaka Bursary Programme. This allocation is intended to cover
tuition, accommodation, meals, learning materials and a living allowance.

During the visit, Deputy Minister Cassim will work with NSFAS and Funza Lushaka
officials to establish clear payment timelines, identify remaining blockages, and provide
the support needed to ensure beneficiaries receive the allowances due to them without
further delay.

Members of the media are invited to attend as follows:

Date: Thursday, 27 August 2026
Time: 09:30 -13:00
Venue: NSFAS, The Halyard, 4 Christiaan Barnard Street, Cape Town
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