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DHET Minister Naledi Pandor publishes the Draft Central Application Service Bill, 2019 
for Public Comment following Cabinet Approval. 
 
The Minister of Higher Education and Training (DHET), Mrs Naledi Pandor, is pleased to 
announce that she has published the Draft Central Application Service Bill, 2019 in the 
Government Gazette, following Cabinet approval on 27 February 2019. 

The Minister said “it is important for all stakeholders to make comments on the draft Bill”.  

She explained that the Bill seeks to provide a legislative framework for establishing a Central 
Application Service (CAS) for the post- school education and training system. This will enable 
the coordination and management of a simple, fair and cost effective central applications 
service to facilitate access to study opportunities at all public Post-School Education and 
Training (PSET) institutions.  

“It will be a one stop shop for applications for study at a public college or university, including 
applications for funding and accommodation if needed”, the Minister said.  It will also provide 
access to information about the wide range of programmes on offer across all institutions, and 
a referral system for career advice. This will be provided at single affordable application fee 
for multiple opportunities. Minister Pandor has welcomed the move as an important 
development to ensure streamlines applications and access for any person wanting to enter 
the system.  

"The service will provide a single, affordable and easy to understand application service which 
will give students access to multiple institutions without the need to queue at those institutions 
or pay multiple applications fees. 

The service is designed to assist students who want to access university, college and skills 
development opportunities in the PSET. 

“This new system will ensure proper centralisation of programme data, including entry 
requirements and costs, which will be drawn from all our institutions and made available to 
applicants using both electronic and hard copy media. Applicants will also be kept fully 
informed of the status of their applications, within the application process including 
accommodation and financial assistance," the Minister said. 
 
She said institutions would also receive accurate data on which to base their selection 
decisions, in addition to having access to the pool of unplaced applicants if they needed 
assistance with meeting enrolment targets. 

 
”The CAS is designed to support informed access to all post-school opportunities, to enable 
thoughtful choices linked to career pathways, and more effectively place students across the 
system,” Minister Pandor said. 
 

The draft Central Application Service Bill makes provision for the constitution of a 15 member 
governing board including 13 non-executive members derived from Universities, Technical 
Vocational Education and Training colleges, Sector Education and Training Authorities and 
Community Education and Training colleges. 
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It is envisaged that the CAS will become operational in 2021 for the 2022 application spaces. 
In the interim the Central Applications Clearing House (CACH), first implemented in 2013, will 
remain in place until the legislative process is completed and the CAS is fully implemented.  

Minister Pandor invited all interested persons and organizations to submit their comments to 
the Department within 31 working days of the date of the publication.  

 

 
Ends 
 


