2. VitalStats 2022 (Amani Saidi)

VitalStats 2022 presents data for public higher education covering the period from 2017 to
2022. The datasets are principally from the Higher Education Management Information system
(HEMIS) at the Department of Education and Training (DHET), and the population data is
mainly sourced from Statistics South Africa (Stats SA). It also presents datasets on private
higher education which have been sourced from the Higher Education Quality Committee
Information System (HEQCIS) which is maintained by the Council on Higher Education (CHE).
This makes VitalStats 2022 a richer resource of data for the broader higher education sector
in South Africa. It is important to note, however, that data on private higher education is not

currently available on all variables that the publication focuses on.

The structure and format of VitalStats 2022 is similar to the previous issues of VitalStats which
have been produced since 2012 but has also been enhanced significantly to make the
publication more user-friendly. Each section is colour-coded, showing the size and shape of
the sector using graphs and data tables. The first section presents data and graphs on student
enrolment and completion; and the second section presents data and graphs on levels of
gualifications. The third and fourth sections present data and graphs on headcount numbers
of students by field of study, and headcount numbers of students by institutional type,
respectively. Section five presents data on staffing, disaggregated into various categories.
Section six presents cohort analysis of students that entered 360-credit diplomas, 3-year and
4-year degrees and postgraduate studies in 2016, tracking their throughput for the particular
qualification types.

VitalStats 2022 reveals that 1,077,768 enrolled in public universities in 2022. Close to 870 000
of the total enrolment were African students and only 36 800 were Indian students. The details
of various demographics of the enrolled students as well as those of the graduates are

summarised and presented in easy-to-follow graphs in the document.

Additional information can be accessed through the following link:

https://www.che.ac.za/publications/vital-stats

Previous publications of VitalStats can also be accessible through the same link.

122



https://www.che.ac.za/publications/vital-stats

Author:

e Dr Amani Saidi is the Director:
(Saidi.A@che.ac.za).

Research, Monitoring and Advice at CHE

123



mailto:Saidi.A@che.ac.za

