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Ministers from South Africa and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania to 

Forge Collaboration in the Field of Higher Education and Training 

 

The Minister of Higher Education and Training, Prof Hlengiwe Mkhize, today and 

tomorrow (Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 November) will be hosting her counterpart 

from the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, Dr Sidi Ould Salem, to explore opportunities 

for cooperation between the two countries in the areas of higher education, technical 

and vocational training, as well as English language tuition. 

 

The meetings represent a significant strengthening of the already very cordial ties 

between South Africa and Mauritania as a West African member of the franco-arabic 

speaking group of Maghreb countries.  

 

“I’m delighted to host Dr Sidi Ould Salem, the Minister of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania,” said Minister Mkhize. “Our 

talks will focus particularly on how we can strengthen the relations in higher 

education and training and institutional linkages which could involve research, 

academic and student exchanges and as well as assisting Mauritania in teaching of 

English.” 

 

Minister Mkhize noted that the visit of her counterpart, the first by a Minister from the 

key West African nation responsible for higher education and research, was a 

significant step towards strengthening the bilateral relations between South Africa 

and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania. 
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“We are confident that these exploratory talks will not only lead to greater 

cooperation between our two countries in the fields we as Ministers take particular 

responsibility for, but also go a long way in advancing much needed cooperation 

between the Maghreb and southern Africa more generally,” said Professor Mkhize. 

“Ultimately, our people can only benefit from the enhanced exchange of capabilities, 

technologies and knowledge which will result from this visit.”  

 

The Ministers’ engagements kick off today, Monday, with site visits to the Ekurhuleni 

West TVET College on the East Rand, followed by a meeting with the Vice 

Chancellor of Sefako Makgatho Health Sciences University, Professor Chris de 

Beer, in GaRankuwa north of Pretoria. 

Tuesday’s highlights include a Skills Dialogue hosted by Minister Mkhize in Pretoria, 

followed by a meeting with university vice chancellors at the Universities South Africa 

(USAf) offices in Pretoria. Minister Salem is accompanied by the Ambassador of the 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania to South Africa, Mohamed Ould Hanani.   

  

The bilateral talks are a culmination of the agreement signed by the two countries in 

2015 on the establishment of South Africa/Mauritania Joint Commission of Co-

operation to strengthen relations. 

 

 

Ends 

 

 

For more information: 

 

For Spokesperson 

Madikwe Mabotha 

Chief Director: Communication 

Telephone 012 312 5024 

Email Mabotha.M@dhet.gov.za 

www.dhet.gov.za 

 

 

For General Enquiries 

Busiswa Gqangeni 

Media Liaison Officer: Ministry 

Mobile 079 5475299  

Email Gqangeni.B@dhet.gov.za 

www.dhet.gov.za 
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