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May 5th, 2016 

 

 

Minister Blade Nzimande Visits Injured Wits Students in Hospital, Sends 

Condolences to the University and Families on Tragic Death of Students  

 

 

Higher Education and Training Minister Blade Nzimande this morning visited the three student and a 

worker of the University of the Witwatersrand, recovering in the Charlotte Maxeke Hospital in 

Johannesburg following Sunday’s devastating taxi accident in Limpopo in which seven of their fellow 

students and two others were killed. 

 

Minister Nzimande spoke to each of the survivors, wishing them a full and speedy recovery and as rapid 

a return to their studies as possible. He repeated his condolences to the families and to Wits University 

on the death of the seven students. 

 

Minister Nzimande said he had been “saddened and horrified to hear that the deceased students had 

been torn out of productive and promising lives,” and found it “very painful indeed” that “the accident, 

whether through death or injury, affected so many who are among our country’s brightest, the next 

generation of leaders.” 

 

He was however pleased to see that staff at the Charlotte Maxeke Academic Hospital were “doing 

everything in their power to ensure that the survivors receive the care and attention they require to make 

as full a recovery as possible,” the Minister said. “We grieve and sympathise with the families of all who 

lost their lives, and with the entire Wits student and staff body at this difficult time.” said the Minister.  
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The Minister asked the University authorities to pass on condolences to the families of the deceased 

students. He wished the students injured in the accident a speedy and full recovery. 
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