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I’m pleased to launch this bilateral and cooperative 

agreement between South Africa and Japan in the field 

of artisan development. 

 

South Africa’s NDP set the target of producing 30 000 

artisans per year by 2030. 

We are battling to reaching this target and I hope with 

generous help of Japan, Mr Ambassador, we will come 

a little closer to reaching it. 

 

Although the programmes offered at our colleges are 

still formally set as a required component of an 

apprenticeship, in reality their content is seriously out of 



date, and employers who do train are forced to teach 

‘trade theory’ again at their own expense.  

We are reforming the involvement of our colleges in the 

artisan development system and we are making 

progress.  

 

Some time ago, together with our German colleagues, we 

embarked on a Dual System Pilot Project, initially at four 

colleges, focusing on just two trades, electricians and 

plumbers.  

 

However two trades at four colleges was only a start. We 

are now hoping to build on these lessons and take this 

integrated model of delivery to scale.   Our Centres of 

Specialisation Programme includes thirteen trades at 

twenty-six college sites, two per trade, and we are 

implementing them out in the dual system modality with 

employer partners this year.  

 

But this jump from two to thirteen trades is challenging 

and we are extremely grateful to the Japanese for 

stepping into the breach with the fitting and turning trade. 



 

The Centres of Specialisation Programme is paving the 

way for the transformation of our TVET college system to 

making them ever more relevant and responsive to 

industry labour demand needs, at the same time lifting 

their capacity to deliver high-level quality occupational 

programmes.   

 

Some years ago my department conducted an artisan 

post-qualification tracer study to determine the level of 

employment of newly qualified artisans in the country.  

 

The study found that 8 in 10 of these artisans either 

entered the labour market successfully or were self-

employed as entrepreneurs.  

 

Our bilateral and cooperative agreement with Japan 

includes tracer and satisfaction measurement surveys. 

 

Ambassador, I know Japan has a sophisticated and 

highly developed manufacturing industry and I thank you 



for choosing to support Fitting and Turning here in South 

Africa.  

It’s not only the two TVET Colleges that will benefit but 

companies that will host the apprentices that go through 

the dual system programme. It also provides us with a 

vehicle whereby the lessons learnt can be shared with 

other colleges in other places in the future.  

 

Let me conclude by saying that the real work now lies 

ahead - to ensure that the two colleges, Northlink here in 

Cape Town and Tshwane South up in Pretoria, deliver 

on all that is planned.  

I’m aware of the Joint Coordination Committee meeting 

taking place tomorrow to map the activities of the next 

six month.  

I wish you everything of the best and I will be watching 

future developments. 

 

Thank you! 

 


