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Minister Nzimande hosts a successful multi-stakeholder meeting 
 
3 October 2016 - Minister of Higher Education and Training, Dr Blade Nzimande has 
concluded a successful multi-stakeholder forum meeting which was convened to find 
solutions to the situation in our higher education institutions. 
 
The meeting which was attended by university vice chancellors, council members, 
student representative councils, religious and traditional leaders, government and 
business leadership. 
 
“The meeting was very fruitful and robust and everyone spoke frankly and were 
allowed to air their views. This is why we have convened this meeting so that we can 
discuss openly and find solutions collectively as stakeholders and agree on a 
roadmap of ensuring that our universities return to normality and conclude the 2016 
academic programme” says Minister Nzimande. 
 
The meeting was addressed by President Jacob Zuma who reiterated government’s 
commitment to finding a long term solution for the poor to have access to higher 
education. 
 
The stakeholders called for the following; 
 

 The academic programme at universities to resume as a matter of urgency in all 
institutions where these have been halted.  

 The continuation of critical work to provide medium and long-term solutions to 
student funding needs, within the time frames already set out.  

 The continuation of dialogue between all parties so that these can contribute to the 
nature of the solutions that will be put in place. 



 Protests, where these occur, to be peaceful and to avoid infringing on the rights of 
others.  

The meeting further resolved;  

 To unanimously condemn the acts of violence and destruction to property that are 
taking place on university campuses. 

 Security forces should only be deployed in cases where the safety of people and/or 
property are under threat, and that they must exercise maximum restraint as they 
work to maintain a safe environment.  

 Long-term solutions to student funding that are in the interest of the whole society 
and of the country, as well as in the interest of universities and students are put in 
place. 

 Support should be afforded to enable the Presidential Commission to speedily 
conclude its work so that it can contribute to finding the long-term solutions.  

“These resolutions which were adopted by the meeting are a positive response to 
the current situation we are facing in our universities. We are humbled by the 
participation of all stakeholders who have made their voices heard and who also 
committed to ensure that the resolutions are implemented” Minister Nzimande further 
said.  
 
The Minister and stakeholders expressed their gratitude to President Zuma for 
having made time to address the meeting. The stakeholders also appreciated the 
willingness of the President to meet the student representatives under the leadership 
of South African Union of Students (SAUS).  
 
Government and stakeholders agreed that free education for the poor is the ultimate 
goal the country must implement. The meeting further called for the Presidential 
Commission to be given space to do its work and conclude soonest. 
 
Minister Nzimande also thanked all stakeholders for their participation and 
commitment. 
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